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Michaux Target Range Management Plan 

A) Management Objectives (1) 

B) Range Scheduling and Permitting (1) 

C) Range Use and Etiquette Expectations, Rules, and Prohibited Acts (4) 
D) Range Stewardship and Monitoring (6) 

 

A) Management Objectives 

1) Minimize conflicts with other state forest recreational uses 

2) Concentrate use to encourage self-policing among users and allow for strategic prioritization of 

ranger presence 

3) Provide high level of satisfaction and engagement from users of the range 

4) Minimize direct and opportunity costs to district management staff 

5) Minimize environmental and ecological impacts 

 

B) Range Scheduling and Permitting 

The range operating and fee schedule was developed through focus groups that solicited input from 

individuals representing the following stakeholder groups:  Long Pine Run Reservoir users (kayakers and 

canoers), Trail Users (equestrian, mountain bike, trail runners, and hikers), Birders, and Range users.  

Focus group participants provided feedback to questions designed to assess the most appropriate 

methods to achieve the management objectives stated above from the perspective of those either using 

the range, or being impacted by its use. 

1) Operational Schedule 

The following Operational Schedule is designed to optimize availability and access for range use while 

minimizing identified areas of conflict with other user groups.   

Heavy Use Period 

Monday following Labor Day Weekend – Weekend before Deer Rifle season 

M-W-F 9AM-Dusk (45 minutes before sunset)  Closed T and TR 

Saturday 10AM-Dusk 

Sunday 10AM-Dusk 

Closed during Deer Season until Monday after season closes 

Moderate Use Period 

Monday After Deer Season – May 15 

M, W, F 9:30AM-4:30PM Closed T and TR 
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Saturday 10:30AM-4:30PM 

Sunday 12PM-4:30PM 

 

May 15-July15  Closed for Migratory Bird Nesting Season  

Light Use Period 

July 15- Labor Day Weekend 

M,W,F 10:30-4:00 Closed T and TR 

Saturday 11-4:00 

Sunday 11-4 

Scheduling for Special Use Of Target Range 

Up to two of the quiet days (Tuesday and Thursday) every month will be made available for reserved use 

by groups wishing to use the range for special purposes.  Reservations will be limited to non-commercial 

events such as law-enforcement training/practice, Boy/Girl Scout Groups, Hunter Safety Courses, etc.  

Reservation arrangements should be made at minimum three months in advance through the district 

office and will require a special activities agreement.   

2) Permit Fee Schedule and Administration 

Permit structure and associated fees are designed to provide a range of price-points designed to satisfy 

user needs and expectations while defraying publicly born operational costs.  The range of permit 

offerings and associated fee structure was developed through focus group input. 

Three Permits will be available for Range users: 

 Annual Membership Permit:  Resident $30  Family $40 Non-resident $75 Family $85 

 6 month Membership Permit:  Resident $15 Family $20  Non-resident $30 Family $35 

 7 Day Pass:  Resident $5  Family $10 Non-resident $15 Family $20 

Permits will be sold through Caledonia and Pine Grove Furnace State Park Office and the Michaux 

District office through park’s point of sale software.  On-line permitting options would reduce staff time 

committed to administering permit sales and would reduce the overall cost of range administration.  

However, it is unlikely an on-line permitting option will be available initially.   

 3) Permit Conditions 

A) Age Restrictions 

Children under the age of 10 are not permitted on the range.  Ages 10-16 must each be 
accompanied by an adult age 21 or older with a valid range permit. 
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 B) Felony Charges 

Individuals with past convictions of a felony charge or otherwise restricted from legal gun 

ownership/posession are not eligible to hold a range permit. 

C) Permitted Firearms, Munitions, and Magazine limits 

a) Single projectile ammunition only (no birdshot). 
b) Black powder munitions are allowed up to .50 caliber.  
c) Semi-automatic pistols and revolvers are permitted on the hand-gun range only.  
d) Semi-automatic long guns are permitted at the rifle range except during the heavy use 

period from September 1 through the end of rifle season. 
e) Maximum 3 shot rounds on rifle range 
f) Maximum 6 shot rounds on handgun range 

 
D) Prohibited Firearms and Munitions 

a)  High velocity rounds of .50 caliber or greater are prohibited.  
b) Semi-automatic actions are prohibited on the rifle range (only long-guns legal for 

hunting in PA) during the heavy use period from September 1 through the end of rifle 
season. 

g)  Armor piercing, tracer, incendiary, multiple particle (ex. Birdshot) or explosive 
munitions are prohibited. 

h) Automatic weapons are prohibited.   
c) Birdshot (steel or lead) is prohibited. 
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Range Use and Etiquette Expectations, Rules, and Prohibited Acts 
 

A) Range Use and Etiquette Expectations  

Procedures when Multiple Parties are using the Range: 

Any time more than one user is present at either range (rifle or handgun) a Range Master must be 

assigned whose duty it is to ensure all shooters safely coordinate target checking between rounds at 

that range. 

After assigning one person to perform the role of Range Master, this person will: 

a) Remind each user at each shooting station to abide by the three shot round limit and only load 

three live rounds in the magazine at the commencement of a bout of firing. 

b) After each station has fired the three rounds, the Range Master will ensure all shooting stations 

have cleared all live rounds from their weapons. 

c) After all weapons have been cleared and secured, the Range Master will remind all shooters to 

pick up spent brass.   

d) After all spent brass has been recovered; the Range Master will instruct active shooters; as a 

group, to approach the impact area to assess their targets. 

e) When all users have collected, marked, or exchanged their targets for the next round of 

shooting, the Range Master ensures the target area is cleared and the next bout begins. 

f) If there is a waiting line at either range for open shooting stations, ranger users will be expected 

to limit their period of use to one-half hour per person to show courtesy to those waiting for a 

turn.  It is part of the Range Master’s duty to ensure that this time limit consideration is followed 

once they have been notified there is a waiting line for the range they are overseeing. 

Any time an acting Range Master leaves the range, it is the responsibility of the users still present to 

identify and assign a new Range Master. 

Failure to identify and assign a Range Master at either rifle or handgun range makes all users present at 

that part of the range liable for citation for failure to follow range operating procedures.  

 

B) Range Rules 

a. Spent brass, targets, or other forms of litter on the range premises must be deposited in trash 

containers provided at the range or removed and lawfully disposed of. 

b. All firearms must be unloaded except while in the act of shooting at a designated shooting 

station and in keeping with instructions provided by the active Range Master (when multiple 

shooters are present). 

c. No more than three live rounds in a magazine at the rifle range  

d. No more than six live rounds in a magazine or revolver at the handgun range  

e. No discharging of a firearm on the range other than from an active shooting station at a paper 

target affixed to a permanent target frame provided in front of the bullet backstop. 
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f. Only one person and one un-cased weapon at a time at each available shooting station.   

g. If all shooting stations are filled, notify the active Range Master at the range you are waiting to 

shoot at that there is a waiting line for shooting stations, and then remain at the staging area 

pavilion with weapons cased until a shooting station becomes available. 

h. No smoking on the target range or at the staging pavilion. 

i. No more than one under aged permit user (age 10-16) under one adult’s supervision. 

 

C) The Following are Prohibited 

j. Using or attempting to use the target range when it is closed.   

k. Possessing ammunition or weapons not authorized for range use in the staging area or on the 

range (semi –automatic long-guns during heavy use period, automatic weapons, high velocity 

.50 caliber or larger weapons, or armor piercing, incendiary, explosive, tracer, or multiple 

particle (birdshot) munitions.) 

l. Possession of alcoholic beverages or being intoxicated or under the influence while present on 

the target range, target range staging area, or parking lot. 

m. Using or attempting to use the target range without a valid range permit. 

n. Failure to comply with Range Master’s instructions or otherwise endangering yourself or others 

through failure to follow range safety and etiquette procedures. 

o. Aggressive, belligerent, disorderly, or violent behaviors directed towards other range users or 

range infrastructure. 

  



6 
 

 

Range Stewardship and Monitoring 

A)  Comment Cards 

This range is designed to provide many years of low-cost operation to Pennsylvania shooters.   Cost of 

operation and rate of depreciation on range infrastructure is dependent on both the rate and type of 

use it receives.  Range users can assist managers monitor and respond to maintenance and management 

needs at the range by filling out a Range User Monitoring Card following every use.  By reporting the 

date, time of your visit and the number of rounds X caliber you fired during your use period, you provide 

us critical management information.  

Coupled with routine inspections and monitoring of forest rangers and district maintenance staff, the 

information you provide will allow us to proactively plan for range infrastructure maintenance, lead and 

other contaminant testing and mitigation, and adjust use schedules to optimize availability and 

concentrate use while avoiding congestion. 

B) Volunteer Group 

Along with diligently following range rules and regulations and providing feedback on your use of the 

range through the comment cards, users are also encouraged to join with other range users to reduce 

the public burden of maintaining the range through regular volunteer work.  You can do this by showing 

up for Volunteer Work Times which are scheduled the first Saturday of every Month (except during the 

closed nesting period) from 8-until Range Opening.  Volunteer work will include spent brass recovery, 

trash pick-up, and sign replacement.  District management will take the initiative to schedule 

meetings/workdays to review observations and issues with Target Range Volunteer group twice 

annually (at the beginning of the summer “light use” period and prior to the fall “heavy use” period).   

C) District Range Maintenance and Monitoring Indicators: 

Monthly Inspections   

District staff will monitor the following infrastructure components of the range to assess rates of use 

and any signs of misuse.  Inspection reports will include photographic documentation of damage or 

depreciation to range infrastructure components as well as qualitative and quantitative documentation 

of observations made on range infrastructure and environmental conditions: 

Backstop Impact areas 

Indicators: 

Amount of divot in the back stop 

Any visible “flip out” 

Evidence of prohibited targets or munitions 
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Permanent Target Boards and Frames  

Indicators: 

Damage to board or frame outside of intended “impact” cutout 

Evidence of prohibited munitions 

Shooting Stations 

Indicators: 

Unrecovered spent brass/litter 

Damage to overhead baffle or shooting bench 

Comment cards holder filled.  Completed Cards Recovered 

Evidence of prohibited munitions 

Berms and Range Floor: 

Indicators: 

Illegal targets or evidence of impact zones 

Evidence of prohibited munitions use  

Signs and Trash Receptacles (including staging and parking area): 

Indicators: 

Level of trash/brass deposited 

Vandalism/rate of replacement for range signage. 

Pathways: 

Indicators: 

Signs of wear/travel 

Need for resurfacing 

Range Floor vegetation Management: 

Range floor will be mowed only to achieve the following objectives: 

1) To minimize the number and diversity of flowering plants and other vegetation that may attract 

wildlife  
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2) To discourage range users from straying off the trail provided between the shooting stations and 

target areas.  

3) To provide a clear line of sight from the shooting stations to the target area. 

 

To achieve these objectives, at no time should the sward be mowed at a height of less than six inches or 

be allowed to achieve a height of greater than two feet. 

 

Berm vegetation management: 

Inside of berms should be maintained similar to the range floor to ensure a dense grass sward for 

erosion control and sound mitigation while minimizing attractiveness to wildlife.  This will likely require 

mowing or weed whacking once or twice a year.  The outside of the berms can be mowed with the 

Alamo on a five year or longer basis to encourage a thick layer of woody vegetation that will act as an 

additional barrier to accessing the range over the berms during closed hours. 

 

Completed Monthly Inspection forms and supporting documentation on the above components will be 

stored in a database in the District office. 

 

Other Periodic Monitoring Indicators of Range Sustainability 

 

Rate of Use: 

 Number of permittees (permits sold/dollars generated) 

 Rate of use (feedback cards, monthly monitoring reports) 

 Congestion (comment cards, Ranger reports) 

 Vandalism/Misuse: ( Sign/trashcan replacement, monthly reports) 

 

Lead Mitigation: 

 Annual tests on Shooting Station, Backstop trap, and Range Floor Traps 

 Monthly tests on reservoir conducted by Chambersburg Water Authority 

 

User Conflicts: 

 Feedback/comment cards from Lake kiosk 

 Technical Advisory Feedback 

 Annual Comment/Public input period 

 Survey Results 

 Volunteer hours during monthly clean-ups 

 

Management Capacity 

 Harvest Allocation Goals 

 Landscape Exams 

 Road Maintenance Schedule 

 Progress on Rec/trails and Cabins 

 Habitat Projects 
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D) Annual Report 

The decision to reopen this range on the Michaux was made on the basis that it would be adaptively 

managed so that perceived recreational and environmental conflicts with the activity could be mitigated 

and managed within the constraints of ongoing district management priorities.   In order to develop a 

credible measure of our ability to provide this recreational resource, we will need to tabulate key 

management indicators on an annual basis and be prepared to review the status of range operations 

after a three year period.  The Annual Report will be the district’s primary communication vehicle for 

communicating to stakeholders the status and trajectories of range operation and management and any 

issues or concerns monitoring procedures and data indicate may represent sustainability concerns or 

need for management adjustment.  This report will be made available along with the Districts annual 

work plan on the district website during the first week of January every year.  Public comment on target 

range issues or any other aspect of district management are welcome at any point by emailing 

FD01@state.pa.us or calling the District Office at 717-352-2221.. 
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