
Bureau of Forestry 

Forbes Forest District 4 

1291 Route 30, P.O. Box 519 

Laughlintown, PA 15655-0519 

Tele: (724) 238-1200 • Email: FD04@pa.gov 

Website: http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/stateforests/
forbes/index.htm 

 

In the event of an emergency, contact a state forest 
employee or dial 911. 

 

If you become lost: stop, stay calm, stay put, & dial 911. 
The further you walk the longer it will take to find you. 

For more information 
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FISHING 

CAMPING INFORMATION 

 

Indian Creek between Route 381 parking lot and 
Hunter Lane is a delayed harvest area. This stretch 
is open to fishing year-round in accordance with 
PFBC Rules and Regulations. 
 
Camp Run is a PFBC designated Wild Brook Trout 
Enhancement Area. It is open to fishing in accord-
ance with PFBC Rules and Regulations. 

Camping in the Forbes State Forest is restricted to back-
pack-type camping, except for several motorized sites. 
Camping out of vehicles or campers is not permitted. Per-
mits for camping are required only if campers stay more 
than one night at any campsite. All campers are encour-
aged to obtain a permit in case you are overdue or if 
someone needs to reach you. Campers must: 
 

 Camp at least 100 feet from any stream or open wa-

ter source; 

 Camp at least 200 feet from and out of sight of roads 

and parking areas; 

 Camp at least 25 feet from and out of sight of any 

trails; 

 Keep field privies at least 200 feet from any water 

source; 

 Pack out all trash; 

 Not have campfires when wildfire danger is high. 

TRAIL INFORMATION/BLAZES GENERAL INFORMATION 

Pennsylvania contains about 17 million acres of 
forestland. Of this total, over two million acres are 
in the state forest system, which is publicly owned 
and managed by the Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources, Bureau of Forestry. The 
Forbes State Forest comprises about 60,000 acres 
located in Westmoreland, Somerset, and Fayette 
Counties. 
 
State Forests provide clean water, recreation, habi-
tat for plants and animals, places to enjoy the tran-
quility of nature, and produce some of the most 
valuable timber in the world. 

MOUNTAIN STREAMS AREA 

This area contains a mixture of hardwood forest, 
with old farm fields reverting to forest. Most of the 
headwaters to Indian Creek are contained within 
this tract. Several old railroad grades (including 
Indian Creek Valley Railroad and Blair Brothers 
Railroad) can be found in this area. The Blair 
Brothers line ran in Kregar, and was used to ser-
vice the old Piper and Blair Brothers coal mines, 
and the Blair Lumber Company. Tram road grades 
can also be found here. These roads were used to 
haul logs from the forest by horse-drawn railroad 
cars and small locomotives. 

PARKING 

Please see the map for the location of parking areas. The 
only restroom location is at the Route 31 parking area. 
You must pack in potable water. 

Revised 1/2016 

Check out ‘Forbes 
State Forest’ on 
Facebook! 

Blue—shared-use trails that are maintained with a 
wider corridor and flatter tread for cross-country skiing. 

Open to non-motorized use. 
 
Red—shared-use trails, usually with a narrower corri-

dor and rockier tread. Open to non-motorized use. 
 

Yellow—trails open to foot traffic ONLY such as hik-
ing, backpacking, cross-country skiing, and snowshoe-

ing. 
 

Orange—designated trails open to snowmobiles 
ONLY during snowmobile season, no other use. 

See the Laurel Highlands Snowmobile System Map. 

This area contains many miles of maintained trails 
designed for hiking, cross-country skiing, mountain 
biking, snowmobiling, and equestrian use. Please 
note that tether lines must be used when horses are 
kept on site, and they many not be tied directly to 
trees or shrubs. Manure must be removed from all 
parking areas, and all designated motorized sites.  
 
Mountain Streams Trail—approximately 7.7 miles 
in length, stretching from Tunnel Road to Camp 
Run Road. It follows parts of the old Blair Brothers 
Railroad grade. 
 

Pike Run Trail (Jeff Barr Memorial) - about 1.5 
miles stretching between Rt 31 and Camp Run Rd, 
following an old Indian Creek Valley Railroad spur. 
 

Dan Carns Trail—a 0.5 mile connector between 
the Mt. Streams Trail and the Blair Brothers Rail-
road grade. 
 

Blair Brothers Railroad grade—This 1.4 mile sec-
tion of old railroad grade extends from Route 381 to 
Hunter Lane. 
 

Hunter Lane—Hunter Lane is a township road. 
This 1.4 mile lane connects Tabernacle Road with 
Route 381. 
 

Other Trails—Several township roads traverse the 
Mt. Streams area. A few of these roads are open to 
snowmobiling in the winter, and all are open to hik-
ing, biking, and equestrian use. 
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